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Our Mission Statement 

Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals working together 
to build a better world for women and girls. 

www.zontadallas.org      ■     www.zonta.org     ■     www.zontadistrict10.org  
 

President: Kristin Cutts              Editor:  Lisamarie Williams  

 

As I begin my term as President of the Zonta Dallas Club, I am 
honored and grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside such an 
inspiring and dedicated group of women. I would like to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to Paige for her outstanding leadership over the past 
several years. She has guided our club with vision, commitment, and 
grace, leaving a strong foundation on which we can continue to build. With 
our newly installed officers and board members in place, we are excited to 
embark on a new biennium focused on service, advocacy, fellowship, and 
making a meaningful difference in the lives of women and girls. 

The foundation for a successful term has already been laid, and 
now the fun begins as we turn our ideas into action. I am especially 
looking forward to our Scholarship Awards event this Friday, where we will 
have the privilege of recognizing and celebrating the achievements of 
outstanding women and students whose futures are bright and full of 
promise. Supporting education and empowering women through our 
scholarship programs remains one of the most meaningful ways we fulfill 
Zonta's mission. 

As we look ahead, our August planning meeting will provide an 
opportunity to gather, collaborate, and set our course for the next year. 
Together, we will build on our club's strong traditions while exploring new 
ideas and opportunities to make an even greater impact in our community. 

Summer is here, bringing a season of sunshine, renewal, and 
possibility. While many of us may be enjoying vacations, family time, and a 
slower pace, it is also an exciting time for our club as we prepare for the 
work ahead. 

Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to serve in leadership 
roles and to every member whose commitment makes our club thrive. I 
am eager to see what we can accomplish together and look forward to 
sharing this journey with all of you.  Here's to a wonderful summer and an 
inspiring biennium ahead!  
 

President, Zonta Club of Dallas 

Newsletter 
Highlights 

 

Page 1 – Presidents Letter 
Page 2 – Next Membership 
Meeting is approaching on the 
5th of June at NDB&T 11:30am 
Page 2 – Superlative Awards 
                End of Year Honors 
 

Page 3 – Scholarship Honors 
 

Page 4 – Birthdays List 
Page 4 – Strategic Plan 
Page 4 – Membership Corner 

 

Page 5 – Dates to Remember 
Page 5 – Club Officers & D10 
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Membership Meeting 
is Friday, June 5th 

 

We will be meeting at the North Dallas Bank & 
Trust building Suite 210 for this meeting.   
We will be honoring all our scholarship and 
award winners for this year.  A light lunch will be 
served.  If you haven't already RSVP'd please 
notify Amanda Rich to let her know you are 
attending. A day filled with happiness all around. 

 

11:30am 
12990 Preston Road Suite 210 

Dallas, Texas 75085 
 

Our May Membership meeting was certainly a 
day to remember – one for the books!  Held at 
the Fretz Park Library, Barby Crabtree as Past 
President installed our new 2026-2028 ZCD 
Officers and Paige Kendrick honored a few 
members with end of the year Superlative 
Awards.  Congratulations to everyone in the club 
for your spirit and dedication to our mission of 
building a better world for women and girls. 

  
 

   
 

   
 

   
An extraordinarily huge thank you to Paige 
Kendrick for her four years of service as President 
to the Zonta Club of Dallas.  You are appreciated 
more than you will ever know.  Thank goodness 
you will stick around for support to the new board.  
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Scholarship$ and Award$ 
 

Congratulations to our Ruth Maddox Young Women in STEM Award recipients- Lexi Obi, Zipporah 
Jones, Kara Cao and Rachel Kadaviparambil.  Thanks to Anne Zumsteg for coordinating this award.   
 

The Zonta Women In Business Leadership Award application has been sent out with applications due on 
August 15, 2026.  The Zonta Women in STEM Award 
is open with applications due on August 15, 2026 
 

MARK your calendars to join us for the 2026  
AWARD Event to be held Friday, June 5, 2026  
starting at 11:30 am at North Dallas Bank & Trust  
(NDBT), 12900 Preston Road, Dallas, TX 75230. 
 

This is an AWESOME opportunity to meet & support  
some fabulous young women and future leaders. 
 

  

 

                                                  KARA CAO-VI 
                       In her pursuit of electrical and computer  
                       engineering at the University of Texas at  

                Austin, Kara strives to better understand  
                               the fundamentals of circuitry and electricity 
                               to make better functioning and more  
                               accessible biomedical devices, specifically  
                               prosthetic limbs. Connecting biology and 
                               electrical engineering will help her to create 
                               prosthetic limbs that can be moved by a 
person’s thoughts rather than having to be moved manually, 
wanting to find cheaper materials that can keep the quality of 
these devices affordable and accessible for those who need it 
most is most important to the research Kara wants to do. In the 
meantime, she has been refurbishing outdated laptops in her 
community for those who lack access or don’t own technology 
through the non-profit she co-founded called The Samaritan 
Within. These laptops give families access to opportunities that 
wouldn’t have been possible otherwise, and she has donated 
over 200 laptops. 

 

 LEXI OBI 
Lexi enters her future college career with  
a deep commitment to STEM and service,  
shaped by years of hands-on involvement  
in computer science, mathematics, and  
community leadership. Via Lexi’s school’s 
computer science club, hackathons, and  
competitions like Digital Divas, she  
strengthened her technical skills and  
discovered how collaborative problem- 
solving fuels her passion for  IT.  She pairs this academic 
drive with a genuine love of helping others - tutoring peers in 
AP Computer Science and AP math, supporting younger 
students through Mu Alpha Theta, and leading service 
initiatives such as Serviam Fair and Toys for Paws. Her 
volunteer work extends into the broader community, from 
mentoring elementary students in math and reading to 
serving as a summer camp counselor who encourages 
curiosity in STEM. These reflect Lexi’s vision of using her 
education to create meaningful impact. 

 

                                            ZIPPORAH JONES 
                               Zipporah Jones is an exceptional student  
                               and a compassionate, service-driven  
                               leader. Her strong academic performance,  
                               in a rigorous collegiate academy program,  
                               recognition from Dallas College highlights  
                               her ambition to succeed in her major of  
                               pre-pharmacy where as an early college  
                               student she will earn her bachelor’s degree  
                               in two years. Beyond academics, Zipporah  
is actively involved in HOSA, National Honor Society, Girl 
Scouts, and Y-Achievers, demonstrating leadership and a 
well-rounded character. As a Girl Scout she has extensive 
community service across organizations such as Meals on 
Wheels, Adopt-a-Street, Celebrating Life Foundation, and 
multiple youth and animal-support programs. Zipporah’s Girl 
Scout Gold Award project - a Medical Career Awareness 
Workshop - showcased her ability to independently plan, 
coordinate professionals, manage logistics, and inspire 
younger girls through hands-on STEM experiences. 

            RACHEL KARAVIPARAMBIL 
Rachel’s plans to pursue electrical and /or  
computer engineering fields.  She values  
their versatility and she is especially curious 
by the intricate ideas of problem solving  
behind circuitry and electronic systems. Her 
upcoming college career is shaped by a  
clear desire to enter engineering in a co-op  
program, allowing her to gain real world  
experience while she studies so she can  
enter the workforce prepared and confident. This goal is 
influenced not only by her passion for engineering but also by 
her family’s recent challenges, which have strengthened her 
commitment to building a stable, future-proof career. Her 
extensive background - over 400 hours in robotics, 
programming, engineering projects, and STEM teaching - has 
shown her how deeply STEM shapes the world, from MRI 
machines to agricultural robotics. For Rachel, STEM courses 
provide the technical foundation and hands-on opportunities 
she needs to design real solutions, contribute to innovation & 
build a career resilient and impactful. 
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  Many Members - One Club  

    As we start another biennium (2026-2028), we aren't starting over. We are  
        building on a solid foundation. Not just around the world but right here in  
   Dallas. We aren't just united by membership, we are connected by our passion.  
In the word of our outgoing, International President, Salla Tuominen, "Being a  

    member of Zonta is more than simply joining an organization. It is becoming part of a  
         ripple effect that stretches across borders and generations. One action inspires another.   
  One initiative grows into a larger movement. One member invites another, and together we build 
something stronger than any one of us could accomplish alone.”  We have seen this ripple effect 
again and again like when women and girls face barriers to professional or educational 
advancement, Zontians are there. Our members continue to step forward whenever women and 
girls need us most.  Our club's growth is measured not only in numbers but also in action. It is 
measured in the projects we lead, the voices we amplify, the scholarships we provide, the 
advocacy we champion and the lives we change together.   
 

Zonta Club of Dallas has done it time and time again through 16 days of Activism; Amelia Earhart 
Luncheon; supporting DARCC via diaper drives and building the Care Closet, as well as bringing 
timely programing to our club and community.  We ARE building a better world for women and 
girls right here in Dallas. There are others in the metroplex with similar passions searching for a 
way to make a meaningful change. We want to connect with them and invite others to join Zonta. 
We are not simply trying to grow our membership. We want build on a solid 102 year foundation. 
 

YOU CAN HELP. Share with others.  Invite them to our monthly business meetings, to our socials 
and friendraisers or to attend the Amelia Earhart Luncheon so they can witness the Zonta Club of 
Dallas in action.  WE ARE ZONTA. 

Membership Chair 

  
June Birthdays 

 

June 20  
Lileen Coulloudon 

 

 

Membership 
Corner 
 
 
 

 

 

Strategic Plan Introduction: Building for a Strong Future 
 

Paige introduced the new Zonta Club of Dallas Strategic Plan for  
2026–2031, which was presented at the May membership meeting. This  
strategic plan was thoughtfully created to guide our club’s growth, impact,  
and sustainability over the next five years.  It was emailed to all.  The plan  
reflects who we are today and where we aspire to go – strengthening our  
service and advocacy for women and girls, developing strong leaders,  
ensuring financial sustainability and supporting thoughtful membership  
growth. Most importantly, this strategic plan allows us to remain focused,  
adaptable, and unified as we continue making a meaningful difference in  
our community for years to come.   

July Birthdays 
 

July 26 
Catherine Place 
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2024-2026 District 10  
Governing Board 
Shelly Baumgartener – Governor 
Lisa LeBlanc - Lt.. Governor 
Linda Licarione - Treasurer 
Susan Greenberg – Secretary 
Area Directors 
Tanya Hodges 1 
Dori Thomassie 2 
Diane Hodges-Popps 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2026-2027 
Zonta Club of Dallas  
Board of Directors/Officers 
President – Kristin Cutts      
Vice President – Alicia Burroughs  
Treasurer - Susan Tanner  
Secretary - Lisamarie Williams 
Past President – Paige Kendrick 
Directors:  Anne Zumsteg  
Catherine Place and Terri Hornberger 
Nominating Committee: Barby Crabtree,  
MaryAnn Maddox and Paige Kendrick 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
            
 

JUNE 2026 
June 5th – Zonta Club of Dallas Meeting 
        Scholarship Luncheon and Awards       
                   11:30am   
   North Dallas Bank & Trust 
   12900 Preston Road Suite 210 
June ?? –     Zonta Club Board Meeting TBD 
 

JULY 2026 
July 4 -  USA 250th Birthday Celebration 
   Independence Day 
July 10/14 – Zonta International Convention 
   Vancouver, BC  Canada 
   NEVER TO LATE TO REGISTER! 
July ?? – Zonta Planning Meeting TBD 
 
 

 


